In the work of using movies to understand education, we do not have a serious  concern for Hollywood’s purpose in making the movie.  Our intent is to show how various participants can use the films to enhance their work.  Learning how to use movies from a variety of perspectives is one of the key steps in learning how to use this valuable tool.

PERSPECTIVES

	Movie
	Teacher
	Parent
	Student

	Up The Down Staircase 15:00 – 17:58 An incorrigible student is brought to class.


	. Why do we have to keep taking students like Joe?

. These students should be with an experienced teacher?
	. Why is this kid in my son’s class?

 
	. This guy is really cool and can make the teachers look bad.  My hero. 

	Sudden Terror: Bus 137    App 6:00 to 24:00.  A lone bomber hijacks a Special Education bus.


	. Are any of my students on the bus?

. Are we safe at school?

. Will we be sending kids home?
	. Is my child on this bus? 

. I want to take my child home until this is over.
	. I’m not going home on a bus.

. I want to go home.

. Are my friends on the bus?



	Election: Start to 24:00.  A teacher tries to control a student council election. Also the problem of teacher/student relations occurs.


	. The relationship thing puts a shadow on all of us.

. How do you get the real leaders elected?

. I could be accused.
	Why didn’t the teacher go to jail?

How did the administration let this happen
	. The entire election thing is meaningless.

. They don’t know half of what goes on in this building.



	Dangerous Minds 22:15-25:15 Ms. Johnson meets the principal.


	. Where is the leadership?

. Am I a professional?
	. Why do they have special programs that reward troublemakers?
	. All the good teachers stretch the rules to make things interesting?

	H.S. Confidential: Tight Rewind to 10:00 1950’s school “documentary”


	. I could use the slang scene in class.

. Funny how little things have changed.
	. Were kids ever safe in school?

. Funny how much you conveniently forget.
	. We are better than my parent’s generation?

. I want to get that album. 



	Kindergarten Cop 24:00 – 33:32  An undercover cop meets his class/match


	.  Everyone thinks they can teach.

. Go with who you are when having a problem.
	. I want to know why this guy is in the classroom? 
	. This is fun.

. You aren’t allowed to yell at me.




	Movie
	Staff
	Board Member
	Newspaper Reporter

	Up The Down Staircase


	. A lot of time to waste on a kid who isn’t going to graduate.
	.  Make sure he stays until count day.
	. Another school failure story of a kid who isn’t really a bad person.

	Sudden Terror: Bus 137 


	. Where are the information sheets on the bus?

. How will we handle the panic?
	. Are we trained to handle this?

. Who is taking the lead?
	. Where can I find one of the parents?

. Who is the talking head for the schools?

	Election


	. We need a better way to count the ballots?
	. Just keep it out of the paper.  We don’t need this kind of publicity.
	. Where can I find the girl’s parents?

  

	Dangerous Minds


	. It is hard to work for a formal person.
	. The principal did a great job with this teacher.
	. The “Hero” teachers make great stories.

	H.S. Confidential


	. I’m glad somebody understands the abuse I take in the office.
	. Maybe the good old days were not so good?

. We have improved school safety
	. This “Documentary” proves that I must keep investigating schools.

	Kindergarten Cop 


	. We have a need to know.
	. This would never happen on my watch
	. If I could only get an exclusive on this.


